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To receive a high school diploma

 Pass all courses required for graduation, and

 Earn 220 course credits at traditional schedule 
schools or 280 credits at block schedule schools, 
and

 Satisfy additional school board approved 
requirements, such as senior project or community 
service.



On-Campus Attendance 
Requirements

 9th, 10th, & 11th graders:

 Enrolled in a minimum of 6 classes per day on 
campus each semester (30 credits)

 12th graders: 

 No less than 5 classes per school day 

 A written permission slip is required from a legal 
guardian before the principal or designee considers 
allowing this schedule.



Grades

 High School Only
 D or better required

 UC/CSU requirements
 C or better required



When to apply for high school?

 All high schools have different dead lines.  

 Some starting in mid October until about mid 
January is a good time to apply for high school.

 Check with the school counselor from the high 
school you are applying to confirm their deadline.   



Taking the SAT/ACT

 SAT: October, November, December, January, 
March, May, and June.

 During their junior or senior year in high school. 

 ACT: General advice to students applying to 
competitive colleges is to take the ACT once in the 
spring of junior year and once in the fall of senior 
year. September, October, December, February, 
April and May.

 During their junior or senior year in high school. 



ACT And SAT

 The ACT is an achievement test, measuring what a 
student has learned in school.

 The ACT has up to 5 components: English, 
Mathematics, Reading, Science, and an optional 
Writing Test.

 The SAT is more of an aptitude test, testing reasoning 
and verbal abilities.

 The SAT has only 3 components: Critical Reading, 
Mathematics, and a required Writing Test.



When to apply for colleges?

 The summer before your senior year is the best time 
to start applying.  

 Most students do the majority of their application 
work in the fall of their senior year.

 Find out what goes into an application and begin 
collecting the materials you need. Create a folder 
for each college you are applying to. At the front of 
each folder, put a checklist of what you’ll need for 
the application and when it’s due.



When to apply for financial 
aid?

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

 Soon after January 1 of your high school senior year (or 
the year in which you'll be entering college).

 The online applications must be submitted by midnight 
Central Time, March 2nd to get financial aid for the 
following school year (i.e. from January, 2017 until 
March 2, 2017 for the 2017-2018 college year).

 Late date in June 30th.

 Corrections need to be done by September 2nd.  

 Follow the FAFSA website for exact dates based on the 
year your are applying for.  



CSU High School Subject 
Requirements

 History and Social Science

 English 

 Mathematics

 Laboratory Science

 Second Language

 Arts

 College Preparatory 
Elective

 2 years

 4 years

 3 years

 2 years

 2 years

 2 years

 1 years



Requirements for community 
colleges

 Earned a high school diploma.

 Transfer to a community college where you can 
complete your first two years of your 4 year college 
program and earn an AA degree.  Then transfer to a 
four year college. 



AP courses

 Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college-
level classes taught on high school campuses.

 AP exams are administered by the College Board 
on high school campuses in early May.

 A single exam typically runs two to three hours, and 
is graded on a scale of 1 to 5, with a 3 constituting a 
passing grade and a 4 or 5 being even more 
desirable.

 Many universities offer course credit for a high score, 
or allow students to skip the corresponding class in 
college.



A few facts about AP courses

 AP courses are not necessarily college-level classes. 
They're billed as such by the College Board. The 
goals behind the AP program and these courses are 
indeed deep, rich and intellectually rigorous 
experiences - at some high schools. At others, the 
classes are months-long test prep for the AP exam.

 AP courses and exams were not designed by a 
university. They're the work of the College Board, a 
for-profit, test prep and test design company based 
in Princeton - the city, not the university. The College 
Board, which created the SAT, GRE and similar 
exams, is not affiliated with any college.



A few facts about AP courses 
cont.

 Colleges don't necessarily confer credit for high-
scoring AP exams. The expectation among many 
parents and teens is that a 3 or higher on the AP 
exam nets you college benefits, but those benefits 
typically accompany a 4 or 5 rating, not a 3. Some 
universities do not grant credit or they cap the 
numbers and others grant credit but insist that 
certain introductory classes be taken anyway. 



International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Program

 The IB Global Research Department collaborates 
with universities and independent research 
organizations worldwide to produce rigorous studies 
examining the impact and outcomes of the IB’s four 
programs: the Primary Years Program (PYP), the 
Middle Years Program (MYP), the Diploma Program 
(DP) and the Career-related Certificate (IBCC).



IB Cont.

 IB takes a global approach where students dig 
deep into subjects and try to find answers.

 It encourages students to think broadly, beyond the 
boundaries of their communities, and to see 
themselves as members of a global society.

 IB World Schools incorporate local and global issues 
into the curriculum and effectively allow students to 
step up beyond the confines of learning within 
subject areas.   



IB for college credits

 Most colleges/universities accept IB classes for 
credits.  

 It’s a two-year pre-college diploma program. 
Students select one subject from six subject groups: 
the student's primary language, a second 
language, mathematics, experimental sciences, the 
arts and humanities.

 You must be a high school junior and senior, but 
your high school may require a certain academic 
standing or GPA before you are allowed to 
participate.



IB for college credits cont.

 You must take an exam which is graded on a seven-
point scale (4 represents the lowest passing grade). 
You must take an exam in each of the six subject 
areas and earn a total of 24 total points to receive 
the pre-college diploma.

 Pre-college diploma students also must complete 
the community service Creativity, Action, and 
Service program, an extended essay of up to 4,000 
words, and the Theory of Knowledge course.

 Students not on the diploma track can earn a 
certificate.



IB for college credits cont.

 Many colleges give credits earned through the 
program.

 Others colleges may choose to award advanced 
placement instead. This allows you to take upper-
level courses without taking the introductory, 
prerequisite courses. 

 Some will allow you to earn both credit and 
placement.

 Find out from the college admissions office of your 
choice.  



IB School

 Sac City Unified- No

 Folsom Cordova Unified- Cordova High School

 San Juan Unified- Mira Loma High

 Twin Rivers Unified- No

 Natomas Unified- Inderkum High School

 Futures High School- No 



Gateway International School IB

 We are an authorized IB School for the Primary Years 
Program (TK-5th grade) and a candidate school for 
the Middle Years Program (6th – 8th grade).   



High School Options with 
Gateway Community Charters…

 Futures High School: Providing students with an 
excellent, standards-based education that will prepare 
them for the rigor of the university and the competition 
of the workplace in a global environment.

 CCCS in North Highlands:  home-school and 
independent study in a variety of configurations which 
include classroom instruction offerings, lab support, 
tutoring, and student and family services.

 SAVA in Elk grove: an independent study program that 
provides high quality curriculum, instructional support, 
career exploration, and preparation for students in our 
community. We accomplish this by:



Home School High School

 For families who want maximum control of their 
student’s education, the Home School High School 
program may be the best choice.

 In addition to parent-led lessons with support from 
Visions’ credentialed teachers, student may take 
advantage of community college classes, tutoring 
programs, and more all paid for from their student 
budget.



Independent Study High 
School

 100% Free alternative Education.

 Flexible schedule so you can work, pursue your passion, be more involved with family 
matters or your community.

 One-on-one relationship with a credentialed teacher.

 Your teacher comes to you, meeting at nearby locations such as a community 
center, l ibrary or coffee shop.

 Personalized education plan to achieve your goals, graduate, and get ready for 
college or vocational training.

 Secure learning, free from negative distractions and social pressures.

 Free computer while enrolled.

 Access to a wide variety of electives and credit recovery options (See all courses).

 Access to community college courses.

 Technical training through ROP and vocational apprenticeships.

 Support services including academic and career planning.



University Prep High School  EDGE (Educating 
Differently in a Global Environment) 

 Designed for students who want to be ready to apply directly to a 
four-year university, state college or community college after 
graduation.

 All incoming freshman will focus on building the skills necessary to be 
successful in an independent learning environment. 

 At the end of 9th grade, students will continue with University Prep 
(EDGE) Academy or have the option to transition to the Independent 
Study High School Academy.

 EDGE is part of Visions which is offered to CSUS and US Davis.



University Prep Cont.  
Team-Driver

 Students work both individually and in groups which 
helps them develop strong communication, 
presentation, organization, time-management, 
research, self-awareness, and reflection skills.



University Prep Cont. 
University-Focused

 Students have direct access to university resources. 
Through partnerships with local universities like Cal 
State University Sacramento and UC Davis, Visions 
students learn what college is like. 

 Through programs like STEM (Success Through 
Education Mentoring) and visits to local university 
campuses, each student has an opportunity to 
interact with college students for tutoring and to 
explore their post-high school options.



University Prep Cont.
Technology-Enabled

 Academic success at the college level requires 
students to have a high level of technology skills. 

 To help students learn to work to the best of their 
potential, each student is provided with an internet-
enabled laptop computer



Home School High School Cont.

 A credentialed teacher that ensures curriculum meets California standards, assesses 
student achievement, and administers state-mandated testing;

 A flexible spending account (up to $1,700 for the school year) to use for a student’s 
personalized learning plan;

 A large number of curriculum options 

 Enrichment activities such as tutoring, lessons, classes, music, field trips, etc. 

 Access to Visions’ computer system which allows parents to track curriculum funds, 
curriculum orders, grades, attendance, take online tests and quizzes, participate in 
Visions’ online community and more;

 A wide variety of courses to choose from our K-12 Home School catalog;

 Community college courses with approval from a Visions counselor;

 Vocational apprenticeships through the California Apprenticeship Program;

 Field trips, picnics and other activities, with other home school students and families;

 Technical education and regional occupation programs (ROP);

 Support services including academic and career planning.



ROP

 Tuition-free career preparation training.  Programs 
include high demand training such as automotive, 
construction, office computer skills, information 
technology training (database design, Web 
authoring, network administration, and computer 
repair), health occupations (nurse assistant, dental 
assistant, EMT, etc.), retail sales, careers with children 
and other occupational areas. 

 Most of the training is offered on a high school 
campus and has an "on-the-job" internship at an 
employer job site in addition to the classroom 
training. 


